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Sinopec’s Overseas Oil and Gas Exploration Situation and the

Demand for Petroleum Engineering

Hou Hongbin
(Sinopec International Petroleum Exploration and Production Corporation , Beijing, 100083, China)

Abstract: Sinopec entered the upstream market of overseas oil and gas explorations in 2001. After 10
years of hard work, now in 20 countries with 33 exploration and development projects, the production of
oil equivalent is more than 10 million tons. Sinopec entered the overseas market relatively late, and most of
the current overseas exploration blocks are located in offshore, deserts, swamps and mountains and other
areas with relatively poor surface conditions. Some blocks are in basins with thick salt layers or in areas
with high pressure in middle or deep formation. Therefore, petroleum engineering technology put forward
five requirements: 1) effect of surface condition on the demand of drilling rigs; 2) technology for complex
geological conditions; 3) directional drilling which is a key technique for overseas exploration and develop-
ment; 4) improving the quality of well cementing; 5) reasonable well design. This paper analyzed Sin-
opec’s overseas development trend and pointed out that only through technique innovation to develop the
key engineering technique with own independent intellectual property rights, the major discovery of oil and
gas exploration can be achieved and oil and gas reserves can be increased rapidly.
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